


































































































































































































The Palestinian journalists have been active in covering
the measures and practices of Israeli occupation since 1967
and especially during the years of the Intifada. For this
reason, many of them have been harassed and imprisoned.
Other Palestinian press activity revolves around the Arab j
Media Center, the Jerusalem Media and Communication
Center, the Middle East Press Services, the Palestine Press ;
Services and Al-Masdar Press Translation Office, all J
located in Jerusalem.

Trade Unions and Professional Associations

Palestinians have grouped themselves in various trade
unions and professional associations in order to promote
their professional interests and .to- preserye _their rights.
Trade unions feremployeesand—iive-coitar~wekars in the
West Bank and Gaza cover a wide range of occupations -
fromestaff-arrd-woerkesrs-at universities to those in hospitals,
municipalities, printing presses, construction, textile, hotels
and restaurants, the shoe industry and needle work, among
others. The trade unions of blue-collar workers fall under
the umbrella of the General Federation of Labor Unions 1{7
the West Bank, which has its headquarters in Nablus.”Othe
trtade uniens;—such as those at\umversnffgé coordmate\t-ﬁj”
stand—omr~issues—that pertain to their-wages, workiag
conditions and other pertinent matters.

Professional associations are also operative in the
Occupied Territories and these include the Agricultural
Engineers™ -Association, the Arab Joumaifsts\ Association,
the Arab Tour Guides™ Union, the Dentist§ Association, the
Engmeers Association, the Lawyers Association, the
League of Palestinian Artists, the Medical Association, the
Palestinian Writers Assomatron and the Pharmacists™.
Association.

The professional associations and labor unions are an
integral part of their society. The lIsraeli authorities are
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( constantly on the lookout for union activities and members.
Many of the members-of these associations and unions have
been arrested or Tfitimidated by the authorities. Part of the
policy of restrictions imposed on the labor and professional

of the Occupied Territories, permits to operate. By the
mid-eighties over 140 trade union branches were not
approved by the Israeli authorities. Gre—interasting nete-is
that unions are not allowed to operate in Arab East
Jerusalem and, therefore, all activities pertaining to
Palestinian labor unions in Jerusalem are technically
speaking, illegal.

Chambers of Commerce

. The Chambers of Commerce in the West Bank and Gaza

- play an important role in coordinating the affairs of
merchants, exporters and industrialists, ard-in-handling
administrative and other activities. The chambers are
present in all large cities and towns in the QOccupied
Territories. Among the activities undertaken by these
chambers are the issuing of export licenses for Palestinian
products to Jordan and the Arab world, as_well as the
processing of personal and official documents of Palestinians
who need to present these to the various ministries in
Amman.

Each Chamber of Commerce is run by a board which has
six to twelve members who are supposed to be elected by
their general assemblies every four years. The last elections
for the Chambers of Commerce were held in 1972-1973. In
1977, the lIsraeli military decided not to ailow new
efections. Most of the present boards which run these
Chambers have been in office since 1972 and, in the case of
Bethlehem, Hebron, Ramallah and Tulkarm, since 71965.
Among the cities and towns that have Chambers of
Commerce are the following: Bethiehem, El-Bireh, Hebron,
Jenin, Jericho, Jerusalem, Kalkilya, Nablus, Ramallah and
Tulkarm. -
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( Israeli Rule: Administration, Settlements and Practices

Administrationl

oFEr . T

Since June 1967 , the Occupied Territories have been
governed by a system of military command _withh~a High
Commander in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and with
military governors in the various localities. In November
1981, military order number 947 established a civil
administration which was intended to alter the status of the
West Bank and Gaza as Occupied Territories. This change
occurred in conjunction with the autonomy talks as proposed
by the Camp David Agreement of 1979. The establishment cf
the Civil Administration led to certain structural and legal
changes which differentiated between the civilian and

military functions of the Israeli governing authorities. ¥he *

institution -of —-a- civil administration also transformed a
number of laws from the temporary status of security
legislation to that of permanent law.

The Civil Administration is subordinate to the [sraeli
military and ultimately accountable to the Bepartment- of
Defence. This administration attends to all civil matters to
the exclusion of military and security affairs. But all
legislative, judicial and executive power is still entrusted
in the military commanders of the West Bank and Gaza and

not with the head of the Civil Administration. The primary

purpose for the establishment of the Civil Administration
was to ensure that all powers not given to the Civil
Administration would remain with the military if occupation
continued, or with the Israeli authorities if the Palestinians
were granted autonomy. Thus, the introduction of the Civil
Administration was set as a precedent that could be used in
the future to distinguish between Palestinian civil

administrators and Israeli military commanders in the West _

Bank -and Gaza. Palestinians, aware of these legal
complications, vehemently opposed the Civil Administration

« ame the elected municipal councils in the Occupied

Territories boycotted the Civil Administration and refused
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to extend any feem of.legjtimation to it. This refusal was an
important factor in the decision taken in 1982 by the lsraeli
Government to dismiss the municipal councils in thé
Occupied Territories. As a result, Israeli ‘mi.!iiary'officers
assumed the jobs of mayors in a number of cities and towns
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The Israeli Military Government in the Occupied
Territories exercizes its legislative, judicial and
administrative powers as a permanent sovereign power
rather than as a de facto occtipying power, as required by
international law. Israel thus refuses to acknowledge the
applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949,
ratified by Israel itself, to the Occupied Territories and
their inhabitants. This is the legal background for the
insistence by Palestinians and others on the need for Israeli
upholding of the stipulations of the Fourth Geneva
Convention in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and for
calling for am international protecting body for the
inhabitants of the Occupied Territories. 3

Settiements

Between 1967 and 1977, under the Israeli Labor
Government, 34 settlements were established in the
Occupied Territories with a total population of 5,023
settlers. In 1977 a Likud-led government came to office in
Israel and it succeeded in doubling the number of
settlements to 71 while the number of settlers went up
four-fold to 21,000. Land confiscation, for settlement,
security and other reasons, proceeded and by the
mid-eighties over 52% of the land of the West Bank and 33%
of that of Gaza, was confiscated by the Israelis.

Between 1982 and.1989, the number of settlements
increased to become 130 settlements with70 000 settlers in
the West Bank. In Gaza, there are 18 settlements with close
0 26_00 settlers. While Labour at the present does not
encourage the establishment of new settiements, especially
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in densely populated Arab areas, Likud still insists that such
an activity is an Israeli right and leads to a fait-accompli
that would make it difficult to agree to a territorial
compromise with the Palestinians and/or with Arab states. A
religious right-wing Israeli group that has been most active
in the settlement effort, is Gush Emunim, "Bloc of the
Faithful', that was established in 1974 following the October
War of 1973. This group, sensing that political negetiations
with Arab countries may endanger the Israeli hold on the
“Occupied Territories, adopted a position that makes a
withdrawal decision by the Israeli-government from any part
of the West Bank and the. Gaza Strip, unacceptable on
religious grounds. Gush.Emunim made headlines when some
of its members settied, in 1974} in the heart:_b?‘*fl@ Arab city

of (Hebron ahd proceeded to-set up Kiryat Arba, an_Israeli
settlement north of Hebron, on confiscated Arab land:~Gush
Emunim members are hostile to their Arab neighbours and
they believe in a policy of force and controf to accomplish

their-goals in the Occupied Territories.

Settlements in the Greater Jerusalem Area

The settlement effort was not restricted to the West Bank
and Gaza. East Jerusalem, annexed to the expanded
municipal boundaries of Jerusalem, saw the development of
eight large settlements, including the renovated Jewish
Quarter in the Old City. These settlements, built to encircle
the Arab city and thus create an irreversible fait-accompli,
were made possible through the confiscation of one-third of
the land of greater Arab Jerusalem. At the present, 120 000’
Israelis reside in these settlements, or one-third of the
Israeli population of Jerusalem. Some of the Jerusalem
settlements are

Gilo, lies south of Jerusalem, is bordered by the Arab
village of Beit Safafa to the east and Beit Jala to the south. It
has a population ofg 28)000, many of whom are of Russian
origin. ~




East Talpiot, lies East of the Jerusalem-Bethlehem road
and is built on confiscated land from the Arab villages of
Sur.Baher and Jebel al Mukaber. Its population is well over
12 000 .

Givat Shapira or French Hill, is on Mount Scopus, east of
the Jerusalem-Ramallah road close to-. -the Hebrew
University Campus. Its population is over;Q_ 000.

Ramat Eshkol, lies west of the Jerusalem-Ramallah-road,.
across from Mount Scopus. Its population exceeds; 16,000.
Together with French Hill, it encircles Arab Jerusalem on
its northern side.

Neve Ya aqov, is situated east of the Jerusalem-Ramallah
road, seven kjilometers north of Jerusalem. Its population
exceeds 20 000 .

Pisgat Ze{ev is south of Neve Ya aqov and east of the
Arab suburb of Beit Hanina. It has a population of 56000. A
new West Pisgat Zeev is being p!anned at the presenf
Altogether, 12000 housing units -are  planned for this
settlement of which 3 000 have already been constriicted.

Ramat Alon, lies west of the Jerusalem-Ramallah road,
east of the Arab village of Shu fat and close to Nebi Samuel,
the_highest mountain top in Jerusalem. lts population is
30,000 and is linked to West Jerusalem by a modern
highway.

Almost all of the Jerusalem settlements are dorm:tory
subutbs with their residents Ieavmg for- work ‘in the
mornings and returning home in the evenings. “The
significance of these urban settlements s primarily
political-to emphasize that Jerusalem is under Israeli
sovereignty and will remain so. While over 70 thousand
gpartment units have been built in Jerusalem since 1967 for
Israelis, including newly-arrived Soviet Jewish immigrants,
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Palestinians in Jerusalem find it difficult to get permits to
build even a limited number of apartments.

Insurmountable obstacles are placed in the way of Arabs
seeking to build their own houses in Jerusalem. This has
contributed to a serious housing problem in Arab Jerusalem
as a result of which land price and rent have gone up
considerably. But, in addition, an increasing number of
“illegally" built homes by Arab inhabitants are being
demolished on a regular basis by the Israeli authorities. The
issue of housing in Jerusalem is not simply a question of
personal comfort or luxury since it is tied to Israeli policies:
The long-run effects of these policies are to confirm the
Judaization of the city while, at the same time, effecting a
process of ghettoization of the Arab parts of the city.

The situation in the West Bank and Gaza is not much
better of when it comes to housing. The Israeli government
has invested over $2.5 billion, between 1967 and 1988, in
building Israeli settlements, while restricting Arabs in the
use of their own land for housing and other essential
services. In December 1990, the Municipality of Bethlehem
received an order from the Regional Planning Board. in
Jerusalem, prohibiting it from issuing construction permits
within the boundaries of the Bethieheém municipality.

Legal Orders-and More of Them i) M~

oty
" "Since 1967, the Israeli military authorities have issued
over 1,300 legal orders touching on all areas of life in the
Occupied Territories. These areas include the legal, civil
and all matters pertaining to politics. In addition, the use of
land and water rights, licensing, taxation, services,
security and social welfare are also covered by these
orders. While Jordanian law continues to be the recognized
law in the West Bank, these legal orders manipulate the
decreess-anmt Stiputations. of the Jordanian laws to suit Israeli
purposes and objectives. The legal situation in Gaza is in
even worse shape since the Egyptians, who administered the
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territory until 1967 , did not introduce Egyptian law. Many of
the laws in Gaza have been inherited from the period of the
British Mandate in Palestine. As in other areas, the Israelis
use the existing laws to their advantage without
consideration of the needs and requirements of the local
population. As a specific example, the Israeli military in
Gaza amended the Ottoman Law of Societies in order to
have complete authority over the functioning of all forms of
social organization in the Strip. As a resulft, the military can
determine which societies may be founded, when and how
they may function. These military orders are used to effect
the confiscation of thousands of acres of privately owned
lands;, both in the West Bank and Gaza, with disastrous
'effe/cts on the personal, communal and sogial levels of
Palestinian society. |

\

The Continuous Intifada: Commitment and Sacrifices

The Palestinian people remain committed to freedom and
the exercise of their right to self-determination through an
end to Israeli occupation. The present status quo is an unjust
one and it is categorically rejected by Palestinians and by
all those who beljeve in a future of peace. Since the start of
the Intifada on 9 December 1987 , the Palestinians continue
to pay, with great personal sacrifices, for the realization of
their yearning for freedom and independence. Until 31 May
7990, the number of those killed during the Intifada had
reached 941.; Of these, 837 were killed through the direct
responsibility of the Israeli authorities. 688 of the 837 wers
killed by gunfire while 61 died as a result of beatings and
other non-bullet causes. There were also 104 who were
killed under suspicious circumstances. Of these, 18 died in
prison - four from shooting, eleven from beatings and torture
and three from the failure to provide adequate medical
treatment.

Most disheartening when one reads the statistics of the
Intifada, are the figures for children killed. There were 227
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Palestinian children under 16 killed between 9 December
1987 and 31 May 1990. Of these, 161 died as a result of
gunfire shots, mostly to the head and upper parts of the
body. Eight children met their deaths from beatings and
other non-bullet causes while 38 lost their lives in tear-gas
related incidents. But the sacrifices of the Palestinians are
not limited to those martyred since they also involve various
degrees of injury, imprisonment, home sealings—and.
demolitions and even tree uprootings. Close to "93 500 )
Palestinians were injured from the beginning of the Inti
to 31 May 1990. It is estimated th§t 6?3'5 of those injured
suffer from debilitating injuries require life-long
attention and follow-up both in medical and rehabilitative
aspects. Close to 6 200 have had injuries that will leave
permanent body scars that require continupus attention.
Beside those injured, there were over9 550./Palestinians
held under administrative detention.—Administrative
detention is a measure adopted by the Israelis from the
British Emergency Regulations of 1945 by which the
authorities can detain anyone, without due process, for
suspicion that he/she is involved in hestile activity. Beside
administrative detentions, close to 40 000 Eaiestinians have
been imprisoned during the first threé years of the Intifada.
This brings the total of Palestinians imprisoned during the
whole period of Israeli occupation to well overliSOO poo‘br
one out of every six Palestinians in the “Qccupied
Territories. As to home sealings and demolitions, \1 467 '
houses and other structures were demolished or—seated
during the period of the Intifada. Of these, ‘821 ) were
demolishe d 181 were sealed for "security reasons." In
additiori, 894 houses and structures were demolished on the
pretext of their being unlicensed. In three cases, the settlers
undertook to demolish houses. Punishment measures
fzeaehe\d out to nature as the Israeli authorities uprooted over
K8]\,4?3/; trees throughout the Occupied Territories. These
uprootings were undertaken on the pretext of "security
reasons' and after confiscating Palestinian lands for the
construction of settlements and roads or for military
purposes.
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The continuously tense situation in the Occupied
Territories is best reflected in the curfews imposed quite
frequently. by the Israeli military authorities. Up until 31 May
1990, 3770~ curfew days have been imposed on various
localities in. the West Bank. The parallel figure for the Gaza
Strip is 3771 f which 563 days were curfews imposed on
the whole Gaza Strip. It is evident that the relationship of
occupation is one based on the use of force and control, on
the one hand, and on resistance and insistence on the basic
rights of freedom and independence, on the other. As long
as the Israelis, represented by their government, do not opt
for the peace process, then the situation between
Palestinians and Israelis will continue to be one of

_confrontation and mistrust.. The Palestinians, through the

Palestine National Congress (PNC) decisions of 15
November 1988 in Algiers, have expressed their willingness
to accept a two-state solution based on all the relevant UN
resolutions on the question of Palestine. The Israeli
Government, however, continues to maneuvre and to neglect
the rights of the Palestinian people, aided by American
inaction with respect to Israeli infractions committed against
Palestinians and their land. The Palestinians will not give up
the fight for their basic and inalienable rights and, unless
the Israelis can come to understand that the Palestinians will
not go away, the status of the ongoing conflict will continue
for the foreseeable future.

It is clear that the Intifada is a message of peace. Inspite
of all the suffering and the sacrifices inflicted on the
Palestinian people, Palestinians are still determined to seek
a fust and lasting peace that will provide a secure future for
all peoples in the region. It is only a matter of time until
more and more Israeli leaders, and Israelis themselves,
understand that the future lies in recognizing the legitimate
rights of their Palestinian neighbours. The policy of neglect
and of creating facts can only be useful in the short run. In
the long run, it is only the serious and in-depth
consideration of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and of
possibilities for its resolution, that could contribute to peace
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and prosperity. There can be no peace based on control and
hegemony by one side and the occupation and dispossession
of the other side. Freedom for the Palestinian people is the
only guarantee for a secure and prosperous future for the
Israeli people. Continuous disregard by the Israeli
leadership of this fact is a sure formula for future disasters

to Israel, to the Palestinians, to the region and, perhaps, to
the world, at large.
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