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Area C 
 

The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (Oslo II), signed on 28 
September 1995, created - as an interim, five-year measure - three distinct zones in the West Bank: Areas A, 
B, and C - each with different security and administrative arrangements:  
 
• Area A: full Palestinian control; mainly urban areas (cities & towns, such as Hebron, Ramallah, Nablus, 

Tulkarem, and Qalqilya): PA police patrol the streets. 

• Area B: Palestinian civil and Israeli security control; mainly villages on the outskirts of Area A cities.  

• Area C: full Israeli military and civil control; includes settlements, roads, strategic areas, areas adjacent to 
Israel proper. Area C is home to 150,000 Palestinians in over 500 communities and to some 325,000 
Israeli settlers in over 200 settlements and outposts.1 It holds 63% of the West Bank’s most fertile and 
resource-rich lands and almost all of the Jordan Valley, which contains the largest (uninhabited) land 
reserves of the West Bank and much of its natural resources.2 

 
The Oslo Accords mainly aimed to gradually transfer Area B and Area C from Israeli to Palestinian control 
(Area A). However, since 1999, none of the land in Area C has been transferred to the PA, and the entire 
West Bank remains occupied territory with Areas A (17.2% of the West Bank) and B (23.8%) consisting of 
227 non-contiguous enclaves, cut off from one another as well as from their land and other resources. 
Approximately 40% of Area C is privately owned Palestinian land on which illegal settlements have been 
built.3 
 
Israel retains full control over building and planning in Area C, leaving 70% of it (about 44% of the West 
Bank) classified as settlement areas, firing zones, or nature reserves4 and thus off limits to Palestinians.5 In 
the remaining 30% construction is heavily restricted, with less than 1% eligible for Palestinian development, 
of which a large portion is already built-up.6  
 
Israeli goals in Area C are clear cut: to drive out as many Palestinians as possible by making their lives so 
unbearable that they will seek a better livelihood in Areas A or B. On average, 500-600 Palestinian 
structures (shelters, water infrastructure, schools, clinics, storages and animal shacks) are destroyed 
annually in Area C,7 while the Israeli authorities are denying building permits for Palestinians.8 As a result 
any form of local socioeconomic development is severely hampered and thousands of Palestinians are at 
immediate risk of displacement.9 
 
With the exception of those located in East Jerusalem, all Israeli settlements are located in Area C; their 
actual municipal area comprises some 9.3% of the West Bank territory, but this figure grows to 40% if the 
settler road network and restrictions on Palestinian access to land are taken into consideration.10 The 
planned expansion area of the Area C settlements is nine times larger than their actual built-up area.11 In 
2012, the settler population in Area C had more than tripled since Oslo, reaching 350,000 - more than 
double the Palestinian population of the area.12 Many of them live in remote areas and under substandard 
conditions with inadequate access to basic social services and assistance.13 However, Israel’s policies in 
Area C also impact Palestinians from other areas who own land in Area C, or Area B residents who are 
encircled by Area C, and, more generally, the entire West Bank population which face territorial interruption 
and severe restrictions on access and development.14  
 
Many observers believe that Israel aims at an eventual annexation of Area C, with the remaining Palestinian 
population being possibly offered Israeli citizenship. The report of the government-appointed so-called Levy 
Committee, published in July 2012, recommended de facto annexation of more than half of the West Bank, 
concluding that Israel was neither an occupying power nor were the settlements illegal, and that outposts 
should be legalized. A recent poll conducted by Dialog, according to which a large majority of the Jewish 
public - 69% - objects to giving 2.5 million Palestinians the right to vote if Israel were to annex the West 
Bank, and 74% favor separate roads for Israelis and Palestinians in the West Bank. The survey indicates 
that a third to half of Jewish Israelis want to live in a state that practices formal, open discrimination against 
its Arab citizens. An even larger majority wants to live in an apartheid state if Israel annexes the territories.15 
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THE GLOBAL BDS MOVEMENT 
 
In 1945, the Arab League introduced a large scale boycott strategy to defend the Palestinian cause by 
shunning Zionist goods and services in Mandatory Palestine.1 After Israel gained international recognition 
as a state in 1948, the Arab League officially redirected the boycott against the new state as well as its 
economic partners and supporters. While the Arab League never officially ended the boycott, several of its 
members have signed agreements to end their support of it.2 The Palestinian leadership renounced the 
boycott with the signing of the 1993-1995 Oslo Accords when the PLO committed itself to economic 
cooperation with Israel (see Map 27). As of today, the impact of the boycott is believed to be negligible 
since it is only "sporadically applied and ambiguously enforced."3 
 
When the Israeli response to the Al-Aqsa Intifada brought death and destruction to the OPT from 
September 2000 onwards, Palestinians began to look for (new) non-violent strategies aimed at pressuring 
Israel into supporting the establishment of an independent Palestinian state, as alternatives to the violent 
means being employed, which increasingly proved themselves to be counterproductive.4 The idea of a 
grassroots boycott campaign targeting Israel quickly gained popularity and resulted in preliminary calls for 
academic and cultural boycotts in 2002 and 2003, which lay the groundwork for the establishment of the 
‘Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel’ (PACBI) in April 2006 and its official 
call for boycott two months later.5 
 
On 9 July 2005, exactly one year after the International Court of Justice issued an advisory opinion calling 
on Israel to dismantle the separation barrier in the West Bank since it was illegal under international law, the 
PACBI was supplemented by a more general economic boycott campaign when a coalition of Palestinian 
civil society actors issued the call for "Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions [BDS] against Israel Until it 
Complies with International Law and Universal Principles of Human Rights."6 The BDS movement called on 
civil society organizations and individuals all around the world to initiate and support such "non-violent 
punitive measures" – which resembled the international boycott of South Africa's apartheid regime in the 
second half of the 20th Century – until Israel recognizes the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination 
and complies with its obligations under international law by first of all "ending its occupation and 
colonization of all Arab lands and dismantling the Wall," secondly "recognizing the fundamental rights of the 
Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality" and thirdly "respecting, protecting and promoting the rights 
of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and properties as stipulated in UN Resolution 194."7 
 
The call for BDS was initially endorsed by over 170 Palestinian civil society organizations, including "all 
major political parties, refugee rights associations, trade union federations, women's unions, NGO networks, 
and virtually the entire spectrum of grassroots organizations."8 With the growth of the BDS movement the 
need for some form of general coordination increased, leading supporters to organize the first Palestinian 
BDS conference in November 2007,9 which, in turn, brought about the establishment of the BDS National 
Committee (BNC) tasked with the coordination of the BDS campaign.10 
 
As of 2014, the BDS campaign has not gained explicit support from any national government, but South 
Africa's ruling African National Congress (ANC) party declared support for the movement in 2012,11 and 
various prominent individuals, grassroots movements, NGOs, corporations, churches, and academic 
institutions around the world have endorsed the BDS movement.12 A number of (inter)national trade union 
federations have also expressed support for BDS, including those of Belgium, Brazil, Ireland, Norway, 
Scotland, South Africa, Sweden and the UK, as well the African Regional Organisation of the International 
Trade Union Confederation (ITUC-Africa), representing 56 national trade union federations from 45 
countries.13 
 
The BDS campaign has been heavily criticized by Israel, with Prime Minister Netanyahu accusing the 
movement of propagandizing anti-Semitism and the destruction of the "Jewish state."14 The US government 
also opposes the movement.15 Other national administrations that have voiced opposition against the BDS 
campaign include those of Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland and Sweden.16 While 
Palestinian President Abbas has criticized the BDS movement for boycotting Israel as a whole, he has 
called on the international community to boycott companies operating in Israeli settlements.17 Similarly, the 
governments of the UK, the Netherlands, Norway and Romania have opposed a full boycott of Israel, while 
actively discouraging national corporations and/or laborers from operating in Israeli settlements.18 
Furthermore, in July 2013 the EU adopted a new policy of guidelines regarding economic cooperation with 
Israel, according to which the EU will no longer fund Israeli entities that operate in the settlements.19 
 
While opponents of the BDS campaign have accused it of advocating anti-Semitism20 and the destruction of 
Israel, supporters have stressed that the movement opposes discrimination in any form and supports a 
peaceful resolution of the Palestine-Israel conflict but "does not adopt any specific formula and steers away 
from the one-state-versus-two-states debate."21 Currently, the BDS movement includes both supporters 
who advocate a one-state solution as well as proponents of two-state solution to the conflict.22 
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PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD 
 
The Palestinian people’s struggle for independence dates back to at least the early 19th Century, when Pal-
estinian Arabs became pioneer members of the Arab national movement that advocated freedom and inde-
pendence from the Ottoman Empire.1 During the British Mandate years, opposition to Zionist immigration 
and the British rule acted as a powerful catalyst in the consolidation of Palestinian national consciousness 
and the development of a specific Palestinian nationalist movement.2 Palestinian nationalism resurged after 
the War of 1948/An-Naqba (see Map 12), leading to the establishment of various nationalist political parties 
and resistance groups as well as, in 1964, the PLO as an umbrella organization and policymaking body.3   
 
Collapse of popular faith in pan-Arabism following the disastrous 1967 Six-Day War and subsequent occu-
pation by Israeli forces of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip (in addition to the Egyptian 
Sinai Peninsula and the Syrian Golan Heights) contributed further to the ‘Palestinization’ of the liberation 
struggle. Throughout the 1970s, the PLO started developing an institutional infrastructure to support the 
future Palestinian state and slowly began to gain international recognition throughout the 1970s and 1980s.4  
 
In 1988, King Hussein renounced Jordan’s claims to the West Bank and the PLO subsequently assumed 
responsibility for the OPT (even declaring an independent state of Palestine in November that year) and 
implicitly recognized the right of Israel to exist. This paved the way for the Oslo peace process starting in 
1993, which led to Israeli recognition of the PLO, the allocation of a limited political autonomy to the Pales-
tinians, and further international recognition of their national aspirations.5  
 
The failure of Oslo and the Camp David Summit together with the outbreak of the Al-Aqsa Intifada in Sep-
tember 2000 made the international community increasingly realize that Palestinian statehood was neces-
sary to achieve peace. However, Israel continued to create “facts on the ground” to make Palestinian state-
hood as remote as possible - a strategy that spoiled all subsequent peace talks and initiatives.6 
 
Nevertheless, Palestinian institution-building efforts were successful in laying down the foundations of a 
sustainable de facto state7 and were praised by the international community.8 This, in combination with the 
collapse of direct Israeli-Palestinian peace talks in 2010, encouraged the Palestinian leadership to work on 
an alternative plan for statehood that would bypass the stalemate of the peace process by seeking collec-
tive recognition at the UN.9 In May 2011, President Abbas publicly confirmed this aim and a campaign was 
launched to gain the support from UN member states. Criticizing this new Palestinian approach, Israel and 
the US organized a counter-campaign aimed at persuading UN members to block the Palestinian bid. Al-
though it had become clear that Palestine was losing the diplomatic battle when the EU shifted towards the 
US-Israeli position,10 Abbas submitted, on 23 September 2011, the official application for the admission of 
Palestine as a full member of the UN on the basis of the 4 June 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as its capital.  
 
According to the UN rules of admission the bid needed the support of the UNSC before it could go to a vote 
in the UNGA. However, unless Palestine got the support of at least nine UNSC members, a US veto would 
certainly block the UNGA vote, and it could be deduced from previous official announcements and media 
reports that the Palestinian bid was only supported by eight UNSC members. Therefore, the Palestinian 
leadership eventually agreed not to go to a vote at the UNSC, missing an opportunity, according to detrac-
tors, to confront US-biased support for Israel.11 However, it did not abandon its objective and, realizing that 
time was running out and that the institution-building achievements towards an independent state could be 
jeopardized by the persistence of the status quo12, decided to apply for non-member state status at the UN. 
 
Although the idea behind the PA strategy was that this limited form of UN recognition would still place Pal-
estinian negotiators on a par with their Israeli counterparts during future talks and would allow Palestine to 
join international treaties and organizations, the Palestinian public was largely skeptical about the potential 
benefits of the new strategy.13 
 
As with the 2011 bid for full UN membership, the PA’s lobby campaign for their non-member state bid was 
being countered by US and Israeli efforts. However, the Palestinians gained increasing international support 
for their UN bid, especially after Israel launched ‘Operation Pillar of Defense’ on the Gaza Strip in Novem-
ber 2012.14 When the Palestinian application for UN non-member observer state status was eventually 
brought to the UNGA on 29 November 2012, the vote succeeded, with 138 UN members voting in favor, 41 
abstaining and only 9 states voting against.15 Consequently, 65 years after the UN Partition Resolution 181 
of 29 November 1947, the international community officially recognized Palestine as a state - albeit still a 
state under occupation whose prospects for achieving true independence are still remote considering 
Israel’s ongoing colonization and subjugation of Palestinian lands and rights.16 While the status upgrade has 
largely symbolic value, it does provide Palestine with leverage against Israel, since it now has the possibility 
to join the International Criminal Court, where it could file a case to legally challenge Israel’s presence in the 
OPT.17 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER SIX: MAPS 64-72 
 
MAP 65 
 
1 Riparian states are also referred to as “Drainage Basin States” or “Watercourse States” in international conventions and 
laws. See, PASSIA, Water - Special Bulletin, Jerusalem: PASSIA, July 2002, p. 1. 
2 In terms of Customary International Law, riparian states are, in normal situations, entitled to “equitable and reasonable 
utilization of shared water resources,” are expected to “cooperate and negotiate,” observe a “duty of prior consultation 
[with other riparians]” and are prohibited from causing “significant harm” to the resources of the sharing states. 
Israel’s belligerent occupation of the Syrian Golan and the Palestinian territories makes it additionally subject to the 
Hague Regulations of 1910 and Geneva Convention of 1949. These oblige the occupier to “safeguard the natural re-
sources of the occupied country and to provide the original citizens with their needs from these resources.” 
Summary of legal rules and conventions, in ibid., p. 7  
3 All statistics presented are as reproduced in PASSIA, Water - Special Bulletin. 
4 Sundeep, Waslekar, The Blue Peace: Rethinking Middle East water, Mumbai: Strategic Foresight Group, 2011. 
5 Ibid., pp. 1-2.  
6 See note 2. 
7 PASSIA, Water & Environment, Diary 2014, p. 369. 
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1 PWA, National Sector Strategy for Water and Waste Water in Palestine 2011-2013, March 2010. 
2 Ibid. 
3 PCBS, Press Release on World Water Day, March 2011 and 2013. 
4 PASSIA, Water & Environment, Diary 2014, p. 371. 
5 A particularly extreme example of this pursuit of control over the natural resources of the West Bank can be found in 
the settlements of Ganim and Qadim, to the east of Jenin. These two settlements have a combined total population of 
306 (as of 2001), yet their location directly over the Northeastern Mountain Aquifer secured Israel’s continued control 
over the majority of that aquifer’s 145 mcm per year even through the Oslo process and continues to safeguard 22% of 
all the groundwater exploited by Israel in the West Bank. These two isolated settlements were simultaneously respon-
sible for ‘justifying’ Israeli control over much of the inter lying and surrounding Palestinian territory during the Oslo 
period. The settlers themselves belong to the tiny minority of OPT settlers who have repeatedly called upon the gov-
ernment to evacuate and compensate them, but here Israel’s water imperative renders their demands incompatible with 
the national program and they remain Israel’s key to controlling the land and its water. See PALDIS–LDC, Ideological 
Settlement in the West Bank: Areas of Exclusion Enforced upon the Palestinian Population, pp. 30-31.  
6 Settler-Palestinian consumption calculated according to 2000-2001 population and consumption figures. See PCBS 
population data, cited in PASSIA, Diary 2002, p. 263; Also PWA and Israeli CBS consumption data, cited in PASSIA, 
Water - Special Bulletin, p. 3. 
7  PWA, Palestine: The Right to Water, 2012  
8 Gvirtzman, Haim, Maps of Israeli Interests in Judea and Samaria Determining the Extent of Additional Withdrawals. 
Online: http://www.biu.ac.il/SOC/besa/books/maps.htm, 1998. 
9 Human Rights Watch, Separate and Unequal- Israel’s Discriminatory Treatment of Palestinians in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, Dec. 2010.  
10 PLO-NAD. Barrier to Peace: Assessment of Israel’s Wall Route, July 2008 
11 ARIJ, Water Resources Allocation in the OPT: responding to Israeli Claims, 2012, 
http://www.arij.org/files/water.pdf.  
12 CEPR, CEPR Memo: Agriculture in Palestine: a post-Oslo analysis, 2012, p.1 
http://thecepr.org/images/stories/pdf/memo%20agriculture.pdf, and PASSIA Diary 2014, p. 378.  
13 The water loss - leakage from mains, utilities storage tanks, and service connections amounts to 30% of the total 
domestic water supply in the West Bank and 44% in the Gaza Strip, see PWA, Annual Status Report, December 2012. 
14 The domestic per-capita consumption rate in the OPT as of 2000 stood at between 50-70 liters per day, while Israel 
enjoyed a rate of 350 liters per day. However, including agricultural and industrial use, brought the total per-capita rate 
in the OPT to 115 cubic meters (cm) per year; to compare: in Jordan the figure was 213 cm; in Israel 375 cm; in Syria 385 
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3 The PLO’s legislative branch, the PNC, adopted a ‘Basic Law’ and the Palestine National Charter, set up a Palestin-
ian National Fund and the Palestinian Liberation Army, and introduced an oath, a national anthem and an official Pal-
estinian flag. Ibid., pp. 15-17.  
4 Including recognition as sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people by the Arab League and obtaining 
observer status at the United Nations, both in 1974, as well as gaining full membership in the Arab League in 1976. 
Ibid., pp. 21-32. 
5 Ibid., pp. 33-49. However, domestically the PLO’s performance was poor and in the international context it became 
increasingly clear that Israel (and the US) remained opposed to the eventual establishment of an independent Palestin-
ian state. With Israel failing to live up to its obligations under the Oslo Accords and Israeli-Palestinian tensions rising 
at the end of the 1990s, the Oslo peace process collapsed, leaving the Palestinians disillusioned and frustrated. Ibid., p. 
49-54. 
6 Such as the 2001 Taba talks, the 2003 Road Map and the 2007 Annapolis Conference. Ibid., pp. 55-79. 
7 Based on PA Prime Minister Salam Fayyad’s new strategy, unveiled in 2009, which consisted of the creation of a de 
facto Palestinian state in two years. Ibid., pp. 81-82. 
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8 Ibid., pp. 83-85. For example, in February 2010 French Foreign Minister Kouchner and Spanish Foreign Minister 
Moratinos praised the Palestinian state-building  reforms and called on the EU to collectively recognize the Palestinian 
state; in September of that year the World Bank released a report concluding that “assuming the PA maintains its per-
formance in institution-building and delivery of public services […], it is well-positioned for the establishment of a 
Palestinian state at any point in the near future;” and  that same month US President Obama made a historic recogni-
tion of Palestinian rights by declaring: “Those of us who are friends of Israel must understand that true security for the 
Jewish state requires an independent Palestine – one that allows Palestinian people to live with dignity and opportunity.”   
9 Ibid., pp. 82-85. 
10 Ibid., pp. 97-110. 
11 Ibid., pp. 111-123. 
12 Since Israel still did not show any willingness to negotiate in good faith on a settlement to the conflict and a number 
of international reports were warning that the maintenance of the Israeli occupation could definitively threaten the 
prospect of Palestinian statehood. 
13 Ibid., pp. 127-132. According to a survey published on 20 September 2012 by the Palestinian Center for Policy and 
Survey Research (PSR), 71% of Palestinians (73% of Israelis) believed that the chances for the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state next to Israel in the next five years were low or non-existent.  
14 Ibid., pp. 133-145. 
15 The full result of the vote was as follows. In Favor: Afghanistan. Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, 
Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, 
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, 
China, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, 
Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, 
Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Solomon 
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe. 
Against: Canada, Czech Republic, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federal States of), Nauru, Panama, United 
States of America. 
Abstain: Albania, Andorra, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Colombia, 
Croatia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Estonia, Fiji, Germany, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Malawi, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Netherlands, Papa New Guinea, Paraguay, Poland, Republic of Korea, Re-
public of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, San Marino, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, The former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia, Togo, Tonga, United Kingdom, Vanuatu.  
Absent: Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Liberia, Madagascar, Ukraine. 
Furthermore, the Holy See, which in its quality of observer state does not have the right to vote, officially declared its 
support for the upgrade of Palestinian status in the UN. Ibid., pp. 145-151. 
16 Ibid., p. 152. 
17 In addition to this, Palestine could also use the ICC to accuse former and current Israeli officials of war crimes and 
other violations of international law, a prospect which Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu has privately expressed con-
cern about. “Q&A: Palestinians' upgraded UN status,” BBC, 30 November 2012, at http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-13701636 [accessed 212.06.2014]. 
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ABSENTEE PROPERTY LAW Israeli Law adopted in March 
1950, classifying anyone who was a citizen or resident of 
one of the Arab states or a Palestinian citi zen on 29 Nov. 
1947 but had left his place of resi dence, even to take refuge 
within Palestine, as an ‘ab sentee’. Absentee prop erty was 
vested in the custo dian of ab sentee property who then ‘sold’ 
it to the De velopment Author ity, empow ered by the Knesset. 
This authorized the theft of the property of a million Arabs, 
seized by Israel in 1948. 

ALIYAH Jewish immigration to Israel (lit.: ascent). Plural: 
Aliyoth

ANNAPOLIS CONFERENCE International peace confer ence 
held on 27 Nov. 2007 in Annapolis, US, to set up a timetable 
for future negotiations on final status issues.

ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE Established in 1936, dur ing 
the Arab Revolt, as a representative umbrella body formed 
of the heads of all Palestinian political parties and headed by 
the Grand Mufti, Haj Amin Al-Husseini. Banned by the British 
shortly after its establishment, its leading members were 
arrested, exiled and impris oned for their vocal opposition to 
the Mandate and its support for Zionist immigration and land 
acquisition

ARAB PEACE INITIATIVE Launched at the March 2007 
Arab League summit in Riyadh on the basis of the Saudi 
peace plan of spring 2002. Calls for Israeli withdrawal from 
all Arab territories occupied since 1967, an independent 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital, and a just 
solution to the Palestinian refugee problem in return for 
normalization of relations with Israel.

ARAB REVOLT (1916-1920) Arab uprising that began June 
1916 against the Ottoman Empire, triggered by the British 
promise (Hussein-MacMahon correspon dence) to create a 
great Arab Kingdom (Hijaz, Syria and Iraq), if the people of 
the region revolted against Is tanbul. The Arab revolt left its 
marks, incl. the col ors of its flag black, green, white and red 
(used to day by Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait and Palestine). 

AREA A, B, C Jurisdictional divisions created in the West 
Bank in 1995, with the Oslo II Agreement. Area A, initially 
being the urban centers only, came under PA administrative 
and internal security responsibility and eventually comprised 
17.2% of the West Bank; Area B, being the built-up areas 
of the remaining prin cipal villages and eventually 23.8% of 
the West Bank, remained under Israeli military occupation, 
but the PA became responsible for services and civilian 
admini stration; Area C, eventually being 59% of the West 
Bank, remained under exclusive Israeli civil and mili tary 
administration. Areas A, B & C considered opera tional 
until late 2001, whereafter Israeli military incur sions and 
reoccupations eroded the currency of the ju risdictional 
divisions. Israel had retained overall secu rity responsibility 
for all areas, including the right to ‘hot pursuit’ into area A, 
throughout the Oslo process.

BALFOUR DECLARATION Letter sent on 2 Nov. 1917 
by Brit ish Foreign Sec. Arthur James Balfour to Baron de 
Rothschild pledging British support for the es tab lishment of 
a Jewish ‘national home’ in Pales tine.

BLACK SEPTEMBER Military confrontation between the 
Jordanian army and Palestinian guerrillas in Jordan in Sept. 
1970 after a PFLP commando hijacked four air planes. The 

civil war-like confrontation was King Hus sein’s answer when 
challenged by PLO attempts to create a ‘state within a state’. 
The fight ing left some 2,000 dead and led to the expul sion of 
the PLO lead er ship and troops from Jordan. When the PLO 
set up its new bases in Bei rut, Israeli retaliatory air raids on 
Lebanon began.

BRITISH MANDATE Based on the decision of the 1920 
San Remo Conference awarding the mandate for Syria 
and Lebanon to France and of Palestine, Trans-jordan and 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) to Britain. Ap proved by the League of 
Nations Council on 24 July 1922 - without the consent of the 
Palestini ans - and becoming offi cial on 29 Sept. 1923. Sir 
Herbert Sam uel was appointed first High Commissioner. In 
1947, Britain decided to terminate the Mandate and submit-
ted the Question of Palestine to the UN. On 15 May 1948, 
the Mandate of ficially ended.

CAIRO AGREEMENT see Gaza-Jericho Agreement

CAMP DAVID The US presidential retreat outside 
Washington where numerous Middle East negotiations have 
been held, incl. Egyptian-Israeli talks in 1978, brokered by 
Pres. Jimmy Carter, that led to the Egyp tian -Israeli peace 
treaty. More recently, Camp David refers to the failed attempt 
by Pres. Bill Clinton in 2000 to achieve a similarly historic 
final settlement between Is rael and the Palestinians. 

CHALUKKAH Traditional system of rabbinic distribution 
of remittances from Jewish communities abroad to re-
ligious communities in Palestine – especially Jerusa lem. 
The primary source of income for the Jewish communities 
in Palestine until the advent of Zionist immigration and 
production-based economic activities.

CITY OF DAVID Site in Silwan outside the Old City, where 
Israelis claim King David created Jerusalem over 3,000 
years ago and undertake extensive digs. 

CLINTON PARAMETERS Guidelines for final negotia tions 
between Pales tinians and Israelis formulated by then Pres. 
Clinton in Dec. 2000. They served as the basis for the Jan. 
2001 Taba Talks and proposed a non-militarized sovereign, 
viable Palestinian State, Israeli security requirements, land 
swaps, a solution for the refugees combining return, resettle-
ment and compensation, an international presence, and “fair 
and logical propositions” re gard ing Jerusalem to remain an 
open and undi vided city while applying the principle ‘what is 
Arab should be Palestinian’ and ‘what is Jewish should be 
Israeli’.

CORPUS SEPARATUM (lit.: separate body) The status 
proposed for Jerusalem and its environs (incl. Bethle hem) by 
the UNGA within the Partition Plan of No vember 1947. The 
city, within an area of 258 km2  was to be internationalized 
under a UN trusteeship, which was to guarantee freedom of 
access to holy places, provide an in ternational police force 
and remain re sponsible for foreign affairs. After a ten-year 
period, a ple biscite was to be held, whereafter further recom-
mendations would be discussed by the trustee ship council.   

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES (DoP) Agreement 
reached between PLO members and Israeli govern-
ment officials, secretly negotiated in Oslo and signed in 
Washington, DC, on 13 Sept. 1993. Pro vides the guide lines 
for future negotiations as well as for a Pal estinian five-year 
interim auton omy in the WBGS, fol lowed by a permanent 
set tlement based on UNSC Res. 242 and 338. Post poned 
diffi cult issues such as Jerusalem, refu gees, settlements, 
water, security and borders. 
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DOHA AGREEMENT Fateh-Hamas deal of Feb. 2012 
aimed at forming a transitional government of inde pendent 
technocrats with a limited mandate (prepar ing for presidential 
and legislative elections and start ing Gaza reconstruction) 
with diplomacy resting with the PLO. 

DUNUM Unit of land area used in Palestine (1 du num = 
1,000 sq. meters = approx. 1/4 acre).

E-1 PLAN (EAST 1 PLAN) Longstanding pending Israeli 
plan to build a large new Israeli neighbor hood on 12,000 
dunums of land in the undeve loped land corri dor running east 
of Jerusalem, thus making a viable future Palestinian state 
impossible.

EAST JERUSALEM Area comprising the 6.5 km2 of the pre-
1967 Arab East Jeru salem mu nici pal bounda ries and 70 km2 

of West Bank land belonging to some 28 surrounding villages 
that was occupied and subse quently annexed by Is rael 
following the 1967 War. 

ERETZ ISRAEL Hebrew for ‘Land of Israel’, covering the 
territory, which were part of the Jewish King dom(s), i.e., 
Palestine and part of today’s Jordan. Though there is no 
call for the establishment of the State of Is rael in all of Eretz 
Israel, right-wing and other par ties reject Is raeli withdrawal 
from any territory of Eretz Is rael cur rently under Israeli 
control.

FATEH Acronym for Harakat At-Tahrir Al-Filistiniya (Pal es-
tinian Liberation Movement), with the first letters in reverse 
order giving (Fateh = conquest). Formally founded in Kuwait 
in 1959 by Yasser Arafat and as so ci ates (incl. Salah Khalaf, 
Khalil Al-Wazir, Mohd. Yousef An-Najjar, Kamal Adwan), it 
grew out of a clandestine organization formed by Palestinian 
stu dents in 1957; advocated armed struggle to liberate all 
of Pales tine by Pales tinians, while remaining inde pendent 
of all Arab govt.s. Headed by Arafat ever since and is the 
largest and strongest PLO faction. Initially a network of un-
der ground cells, it reorganized with a central com mit tee in 
1963 and took control of the PLO as the largest single bloc 
at the 5th PNC in Cairo in 1969. Fateh adopted the principle 
of political pluralism within the PLO. Until the 1970s, it fol-
lowed a guerrilla strategy (with its mili tary wing Al-Assifa and 
squads operating underground in the OPT known as Fateh 
Hawks and Black Panthers). For mulated a new policy at 
the 1972 congress putting guerrilla warfare as only one of 
various means of strug gle. Fateh ad vocates a democratic, 
secular, multi-reli g ious state. Played a central role in the 
Intifada and was a mem ber of the UNLU. Represented in 
the Exec. Commit tee by three members, incl. Arafat, and re-
mains Arafat’s power base (Pres.: Yasser Arafat, Sec.-Gen.: 
Faruq Qad dumi).

FELLAHIN Peasants or skilled agricultural workers 

FINAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS Provided for in the 1993 
Declaration of Principles (DOP), to be the second part of a 
two-phase timetable. The negotia tions were supposed to 
begin “as soon as possible, but not later than the beginning 
of the third year of the interim period,” i.e., in May 1996, and 
to cover “remaining issues, including: Jerusa lem, refugees, 
settlements, security ar range ments, borders, rela tions 
and cooperation with other neighbors, and other issues of 
common in terest.” 

GAZA-JERICHO AUTONOMY AGREEMENT Also re ferred 
to as Cairo or Oslo I Agreement; signed on 4 May 1994, 
outlining the first stage of Palestinian auton omy - in Gaza and 

Jericho - incl. Israeli rede ployment and the establishment of 
a Palestinian self-government authority. Israel remains in 
con trol of the settlements, military locations, and se curity 
matters. The stipulated interim period ended on 4 May 1999 
and triggered a heated de bate among the Palestinians as to 
whether to dec lare unilaterally a Palestinian state. 

GOLAN HEIGHTS Militarily and strategically impor tant 
region that Israel captured from Syria in the Six-Day War of 
1967. 

GREEN AREA Areas zoned by municipal authorities for open 
space in which no construction is allowed so as to maintain a 
minimum of greenery in a city. Often used, however, to block 
Palestinian devel opment and absorb the land for settlement 
ex pansion.

GREEN LINE Term used following Israel’s occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza in 1967 to refer to the post-1948 War 
cease-fire line (proper name is ‘1949 Armi stice Line’), i.e., 
the “border” separat ing pre-1967 Is rael from the OPT. The 
demarca tion line (laid down in the Armistice Agreements 
of 1949) is the internation ally recognized border (it is worth 
noting that Israel has not specified the boundaries of its state 
until this day).

GUSH EMUNIM (‘Bloc of the Faithful’). Israeli extra par-
liamentary religious lobby that believes the ‘Greater Land of 
Israel’ is the fulfillment of the Zionist dream and a step in the 
messianic redemp tion process and, therefore, opposes the 
return of territory conquered by Israel in 1967. Since 1967, 
the single most active set tlement movement in the OPT, with 
over half of all settlements in the West Bank affiliated with its 
various administra tive, ideological and pedagogic divisions. 

HAGANAH Clandestine Jewish organization for armed 
self-defense in Palestine under the British Mandate, that 
eventually became the nucleus of the Israeli army. Set up 
in 1920 by the Jewish Trade Union Movement Histadrut and 
under its authority until its split in April 1931 over whether the 
Histradut or the Jewish Agency should rule the body. The 
split off became known as Irgun Zvei Le’umi (also named 
Irgun B or Haganah Le’umit).

HALACHA (adj. halachic) Normative Jewish law, cus tom, 
practice, or established rite ratified by au thorita tive rabbinic 
jurists and teachers. 

HAMAS (ISLAMIC RESISTANCE MOVEMENT) (Arabic: 
abbreviation of Harakat Al-Muqawama Al-Islami yya; English: 
Zeal) Hamas served as the Muslim Broth erhood’s link to the 
First In tifada and emerged shortly after its outbreak in Jan. 
1988. Its formation and development was tol er ated, if not 
en cour aged, by Israel as an alter native or counter force to 
the PLO. 

HARAM ASH-SHARIF The Noble Sanctuary, one of the 
three most important sites in Islam spread over 135 dunums 
comprising nearly 1/6th of Jeru salem’s Old City. Both Al-
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock are located on the 
compound, which in its entirety is re garded as a mosque. 
Jews refer to the area as “Temple Mount”, claiming it is the 
location of the “Sec ond Tem ple,” destroyed by the Romans. 

HEBRON AGREEMENT Reached on 15 Jan. 1997; Israel 
agreed to withdraw from 80% of the city (H1), but re-
tained control over an enclave with 450 settlers and 35,000 
Palestinians in the city’s center (20%, H2). H2 includes the 
Old City, Ibra himi Mosque and seven set tlements (Abraham 
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Avino, Bet Hadas sah, Bet Romano, Ramat Yashai - Tel 
Rumaida, Na hum Horse/ Yehuda Barqoush, Bet Hashasha, 
Rachel Sa lonique).

HISTADRUT Jewish Labor Federation/Trade Union 
Movement, inaugurated in Dec. 1920 in Haifa. Set up a 
national defense organization (Haganah) “to safe guard 
the national and social content of pop ular de fense in this 
country” and controlled it until its split in 1931.

HOLY BASIN (also: Historical Basin) Concept intro duced by 
Israel during the Camp David negotia tions in July 2000 and 
picked up in the Taba talks in early 2001 with regard to the 
area embracing the Old City of Jeru salem and adjacent 
localities, including the Mt. of Olives, Mt. Zion, the City of 
David, the Kidron Valley and the settlement area of Shimon 
Hatzadik in Sheikh Jarrah, which contain sites holy to Jews, 
Muslims and Christians. 

HOPE-SIMPSON COMMISSION OF INQUIRY into the 
Pales tinian up risings in 1929. The Commission rec om-
mended in Aug. 1929 that Jewish immigration and land 
purchase should be restricted as it threat ens Arab agriculture 
and development.

HUS SEIN-MCMAHON CORRESPONDENCE The July 
1915-Jan. 1916 correspondence between Sherif Hus sein of 
Mecca and Sir Henry McMahon, British High Commissioner 
in Egypt, which con cluded with an un der standing on Arab 
post-war indepen dence from the Otto man Empire, includ ing 
Pales tine. Based on this corre spondence, Sherif Hussein 
launched the Arab Re volt and declared Arab inde pend ence 
from Otto man rule in June 1916. 

INTERIM AGREEMENT ON THE WEST BANK AND 
THE GAZA STRIP Also referred to as Taba or Oslo II 
Agreement. Concluded in Taba on 26 Sept. 1995 and 
signed in Washington on the 28th. Outlines the 2nd stage 
of Palestinian autonomy, extending it to other parts of the 
West Bank, which is di vided into Area A (full Palestinian civil 
jurisdiction and internal se curity), Area B (full Palestinian civil 
jurisdiction, joint Is raeli-Palestinian internal secu rity), and 
Area C (Israeli civil and overall security control). Further-
more, the election and powers of a Palestin ian Leg islative 
Council were determined. (Oct. 1997 was the target date for 
the completion of further redeploy ment and Oct. 1999 for 
reach ing a final status agreement.)

INTIFADA (‘Civil Uprising’; Arabic, lit.: ‘shaking off’) 
(1) What is today referred to as “first Intifada” erupted in 
Gaza on 9 Dec. 1987 after four Pales tinians were killed when 
an Israeli truck col lided with two vans car ry ing Palestinian 
workers. En suing clashes spread rap idly to the rest of the 
OPT. The Intifada was carried by youth and di rected by the 
Unified National Leader ship of the Uprising - a coalition of 
the main factions, with the goal to end the Israeli oc cupation 
and estab lish Pal estinian independence. Israel’s heavy-
handed response included closing universities, deporting 
ac tivists, de stroying homes, but also stirred the in terna-
tional community into finding a permanent solution. With the 
signing of the Oslo accords, the In tifada came to an end; 
casualties were high with over 1,500 Palestinians dead, and 
tens of thou sands injured. 
( 2 ) Also referred to as Al-Aqsa Intifada; Began on 28 Sept. 
2000 when Likud opposition leader Ariel Sharon made a 
provocative visit to Al-Aqsa Mos que, with thou sands of security 
forces deployed in and around the Old City. Ensuing clashes 
with Pal estinian protestors left in the first two days alone five 
Palestinians dead and over 200 injured. The in cident soon 
sparked a widespread up rising in the WBGS, inside Israel 

and the Arab World, and brought the peace process to a halt. 
After one year, the death toll among Palestinians had reached 
al most 700, with over 15,000 injured and unprece dented de-
struction to Palestinian infrastructure and economy. 

IRGUN (full name: Irgun Zvei Le’umi - National Military Or-
ganization), Jewish underground movement also re ferred to 
as Haganah Le’umit (National Defense) or its abbreviation 
Etzel (derived from the pronounced ini tials of its Hebrew 
name). Established by dissident Haganah commanders in 
April 1931. Split in June 1940 into Avraham Stern’s Irgun 
Zvei Leumi Be’yisrael (Na tional Military Organization in 
Israel, later known as Lohamei Herut Yisrael - Lehi - or Stern 
Gang) which saw the British as the main enemy, and David 
Raziel’s Irgun Zvai Leumi Be’eretz Yisrael (National Military 
Or ganization in Eretz Israel), whose main targets were 
Arabs and who were close to Jabotinsky’s Revisionist party. 
Disbanded following the establishment of the state of Israel 
and integrated into the army of the new state.

JEWISH AGENCY Organization formed by virtue of Article 
IV of the British Mandate for Palestine terms of reference 
in 1920-21 as the formal rep resentative of the Jewish 
community vis-à-vis the British mandatory govt. After the 
establishment of the State of Israel, it shifted its focus to 
issues common to the state and to Jewish communities 
abroad, encouraged and organ ized the immigra tion of Jews 
and assisted in their inte gration. 

JEWISH COLONIZATION ASSOCIATION Organization 
founded in 1891 to assist Jewish emigration from countries 
of persecution or depressed economies to Israel, where it 
led the initial process of forma tive Zi onist land acquisition 
and settlement. 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND The land purchase and de-
velopment fund of the World Zionist Organization, founded 
in 1920. 

JUDEA AND SAMARIA Biblical names for areas ap-
proximating the current northern (Samaria) and south ern 
(Judea) portions of the West Bank, ap plied by Is rael to the 
West Bank and forming the main adminis trative division 
under which the Israeli military, settle ments and occupation 
au thorities classify the West Bank’s smaller sub-divi sions. 

KING-CRANE COMMISSION International Commis sion of 
Inquiry, led by the Americans Henry King and Charles Crane, 
to examine the situa tion in Palestine in June-July 1919; their 
report, warning against the ef fects of unrestricted Jewish 
immigra tion and Zion ist plans on Palestinian Arabs, was kept 
secret for three years and remained unpub lished until 1947. 

KNESSET Israeli Parliament. 

LABOR PARTY Israeli political party formed by the un ion of 
Mapai, Akhdut Ha’avoda and Rafi parties; is aligned with a 
fourth party, Mapam. 

LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES Established on 22 March 
1945 by the then independent Arab states (Egypt, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Jordan, Yemen) as a fo rum for 
concerted action on major issues its members face. Today 
has 22 members and repre sents over 200 million people. 
In 1964, the Arab League decided to es tablish the PLO “to 
organize the Palestinian people enabling them to play their 
role in the liberation of their country and to achieve self-de-
termination”, and at the 7th summit meeting in Rabat in Oct. 
1974, it recog nized the PLO as the “sole repre sentative of 
the Pales tinian people”. In 1976, the PLO was admitted as 
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a full member, and since 1989 it has been a member as ‘the 
State of Palestine’. Current Sec.-Gen. of the Arab League is 
Amr Musa.

LEHI (abbr. for Hebrew ‘Lohamei Herut Israel’ = Figh ters for 
the Freedom of Israel) Jewish anti-British armed underground 
organization in Palestine, founded in 1940 as a split off from 
Irgun. Also known as Stern Gang after its founder Avraham 
Stern. The group was responsible for many terror acts on 
British and Arab targets, as well as for the assassination in 
1948 of UN mediator Count Folke Bernadotte. Among the 
leading members was later PM Yitzhak Shamir. Although 
Zi onist histo rians later distanced the normative Israeli 
military agencies from Lehi, referring to the organiza tion 
as a ‘rogue’ terror outfit, from the outset of 1947 hostilities, 
Lehi joined forces and command-struc ture with the Jewish 
Agency’s Haganah, coope rating in combined offensives and 
numerous well-documented atrocities (incl. the massacre at 
Deir Yassin) through out the war. As such, Lehi contri buted 
both regular and irregular soldiers to the nascent Israeli army 
and main tained high political representation in the new state.

LIKUD Israeli political alignment, incl. the nationalist-populist 
Herut Party, the centrist Liberal Party, and several smaller 
parties. 

LITTLE TRIANGLE Area within Israel abutting the north-
western border of the West Bank, having been ceded without 
Palestinian consent to Israeli forces by Jordan during the 
1949 armistice agree ments. Sparsely settled by Zionists prior 
to the war, the area remains the densest area of Palestinian 
demography in Israel and suffers consequently from serious 
defi ciencies in terms of infrastructure and development. Its 
principal towns are Umm Al-Fahm, Khadeira and Kufr Qara’, 
between which lie numerous small Pales tinian villages. 

MADRID CONFERENCE Middle East Peace Confer ence 
opened in Madrid on 30 Oct. 1991 under the co-chairmanship 
of the US and the Soviet Union (in stead of the long wanted 
UN-sponsored interna tional confer ence). Initiated two tracks: 
bila teral talks (started in Washington on 9 Dec. 1991) and 
mul tilateral talks (started in Moscow on 28 Jan. 1992). 

MASTER PLAN JERUSALEM 2000 On 13 Sept. 2004 
then-mayor of Jerusalem Uri Lupoliansky disclosed a Town 
Planning Scheme for a “united Jerusalem,” known as Master 
Plan 2000, which would serve as a mandatory map for land 
use and a blueprint for other municipal planning purposes 
until the year 2020. The ‘stated’ target of the plan is a 
city popu lation made up of 70% Jews and 30% Palestini-
ans, while the current trend suggests a population ra tio of 
60:40 by 2020. The plan provides for the es tab lish ment of 
additional Jewish settlements and public institutions, while 
hamper ing Palestinian devel op ment and isolating Palestin-
ian suburbs. 

MEKOROT Israeli Water Company founded in 1937. Since 
1982, it controls all water is sues in Palestine. 

MITCHELL REPORT Fact-Finding Committee to investi-
gate the events of the Al-Aqsa Intifada, how to pre vent 
their recurrence, how to rebuild confidence and resume 
negotiations. The Committee, headed by former US senator 
George J. Mitchell, was formed following the summit at Sharm 
Ash-Sheikh (17 Oct. 2000), attended by Israel, the PA, Egypt, 
Jordan, the US, UN, and EU, that took place in the wake of the 
Intifada. Members of the committee were: ex-senator Warren 
Rudman, for mer Turkish Pres. Suleiman Demirel, the EU’s 
Javier Solana and Norwegian FM Thorbjorn Jagland. Recom-
menda tions of the report, completed on 30 April 2001 and 

published on 20 May 2001, included a “freeze of all settlement 
activity, including the ‘natural growth’ of ex isting settlements”, 
a call on both sides to reaffirm their commitment to existing 
agreements, immediate uncon ditional cessation of violence 
and resumption of security cooperation. 

MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION Formed by the UN in 
1949 as a component of the Jordanian-Israeli armi stice, with 
the aim of supervising and moni toring the implementation 
of the terms of the ar mistice. Included a sub-committee 
on Jerusalem, charged with ensuring access to holy sites, 
secur ing transit between no man’s land zones and liaising 
with the UN’s other bodies, as well as the Jordanian and 
Israeli govern ments. 

MORRISON-GRADY PLAN Fed eral solution for Pales tine 
proposed by British Dep. PM Herbert Morri son and US Amb. 
Henry Grady in July 1946: to convert the British Mandate 
into a trusteeship and to divide the country into a Jewish and 
an Arab province and two districts (Jerusalem and Negev). 
Palestine Roundtable Conference in Sept. in London rejects 
the plan; Arab delegates pro pose unitary state of Pales tine, 
in which Jews would have full civil rights. 

MUTASSARIF Ottoman title for the administrative gov ernor 
of a Sanjak, or sub-province. The Mutas sarif was responsible 
to a Vali, being the ruler of a wider Vilayet, or province, and 
thereafter to the Sultan in Is tanbul. Sanjaks were in turn 
sub-di vided into Kazas, or districts, each governed by a 
Kaimakam.

NO-MAN’S LAND UN demilitarized buffer zones be tween 
Israeli occupied territory and Jordanian-con trolled territory 
in Jerusalem and the Latrun Area and between Israeli and 
Jordanian demilita rized zones on Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem, 
that were created by the 1948/1949 cease-fire agreements. 
OPERATION ‘CAST LEAD’ Israel military operation that 
began on 28 Dec. 2008 allegedly in response to the latest 
series of Hamas rocket attacks against south ern Israel; 
however, the operation was planned six months earlier by 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak. The Israeli attack involved 
aerial bomb ings, includ ing the use of phosphorus bombs, 
and ground inva sions. Operation ‘Cast Lead’ left over 1,300 
Palestinians dead and over 4,000 wounded.

OPERATION ‘PEACE FOR GALILEE’ Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982, including a two-month siege and 
bombardment of Beirut, until PLO forces agreed to leave. 
Some 18,000 peo ple were reported killed and 30,000 
injured, the vast majority of whom were ci vil ians. Israeli 
forces occupied Beirut until July 1983 when they withdrew 
to the ‘security zone’.

OSLO I AGREEMENT see Gaza-Jericho Agreement

OSLO II AGREEMENT see Interim Agreement on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip

OSLO (PEACE) PROCESS Series of peace talks that began 
with secret negotiations in Norway be tween PLO members 
and Israeli officials and led to the DoP in Sept. 1993, outlining 
the way for fur ther bilateral nego tiations hoped to bring a 
per manent solution to the Is raeli-Palestinian conflict. 

OUTPOSTS (also: settlement outposts) Structures, often 
unin habited containers or a few mobile homes, erected 
by the settler movement without official recognition on the 
part of the Israeli gov ern ment. Outposts often serve as 
precursors to new settle ments or set tlement expansion and 
are dis creetly funded by the Israeli government. 
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PALESTINIAN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (PLC) Elected on 
20 Jan. 1996 in accordance with the Oslo I and II Accords. 
Made up of 88 members elected in 16 elec toral districts of 
varying sizes (voter turnout: 79%). Of the 88 seats, 49 are 
held by Fateh, 15 by in depend ents affiliated with Fateh, 4 
by independ ents affiliated with Islamist movements, 17 by 
in de pend ents, and 3 by others. Responsible for drafting 
a Palestinian con stitu tion as well as legal and regula tory 
frameworks. All leg islation and acts must be transmitted to 
the Is raeli au thorities for approval. The PLC has no powers 
in terms of for eign relations and agreements. Its members 
au tomatically become members of the PNC. 

PALESTINIAN ARAB CONFERENCE (Occasionally 
‘Congress’) Umbrella organization formed in 1919 originally 
by leaders of the Palestinian Christian com munity, expanded 
to include regional repre sentatives from political parties, 
Palestinian nota ble families and religious figures. Activities 
took the form of confer ences and public statements of 
Palestinian unity in opposition to the British man datory 
policies.

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY (PA) Estab lished on the basis 
of the DoP signed by the PLO and Israel on 13 Sept. 1993 
and governs Palestinian af fairs in the self-rule areas. It 
consists of the elected Presi dent (Yasser Arafat), the ap-
pointed cabinet (ex ecutive committee currently composed of 
32 PNA Min isters) and the Pal estinian Legis lative Council 
(88 elected members). The PNA is subject to the agree-
ments signed with Is rael and as such has no foreign re lation 
powers. It will be re sponsible for negotiating the per manent 
status is sues towards a fi nal settlement with Israel.

PALESTINIAN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (PLC) Palestin ian 
parliament first elected on 20 Jan. 1996. In itially made up of 88 
members. The second elec tions - on 25 Jan. 2006 – increased 
the number to 132, 74 of which were won by Hamas. 

PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL (PNC) Leg islative 
and decision-making body of the PLO, which represents 
Palestinians world wide, formu lates poli cies and guide lines for 
the Executive Commit tee and elects it, as well as a speaker, 
two deputies and a Secretary. Cur rently comprised of 669 
mem bers, headed by Salim Za’noun. The council meets 
every two years, and resolutions are passed by a simple 
majority, how ever 2/3rds of members must attend for quo rum.

PALESTINIAN NATIONAL FRONT (PNF) Formed in 
Jan. 1973 by the PNC to act as an organ izational frame-
work and autonomous PLO affiliate to coor dinate activities 
of nationalist resistance forces in the OPT. It formed the 
nationalist bloc for candi dates in the 1976 elections and 
won 18 out of 24 city council seats. It was declared illegal by 
Israel in Oct. 1978, and then ab sorbed by its successor, the 
National Guidance Committee, which coordi nated op posi-
tion to Camp David and the Begin ad ministration (outlawed 
by Israel in May 1982).

PALMACH (Abbr. for Pelugot Mahatz, in Hebrew: as sault or 
shock forces) A special unit in the Haga nah for commando 
operations during the British Mandate (until 1948).

PARTITION PLAN On 29 Nov. 1947, the UNGA passed 
the Partition Plan (UN Res. 181) dividing Palestine into a 
Jewish and Arab state, with Jeru salem and Bethlehem as a 
corpus separatum un der a special in ternational re gime. The 
idea of par tition was first sug gested by the Peel Commission 
in 1937. The plan granted the Jews 56.47% of Mandatory 
Pales tine - at a time when they owned less than 7% of the 

land - with a population of 498,000 Jews and 325,000 Arabs, 
and the Pales tinians 43.53% of Pal estine, with 807,000 Arab 
in habitants and 10,000 Jewish inhabi tants. For Jeru salem, 
where the popu lation was 100,000 Jews and 105,000 Arabs, 
an in ternational trusteeship and free access to the Holy 
Places was foreseen.

PEEL COMMISSION The Palestine Royal Commis sion, 
led by Lord Peel, to examine the working of the British 
Mandate and make proposals for the future. Con cluded its 
report in July 1937 stating that the Mandate in Pales tine 
was unworkable, that there was no hope of any cooperative 
na tional entity comprised of Arabs and Jews, and that both 
sides could not live in peace to gether in one state. In con-
clusion, it suggested the par tition of Palestine into two states: 
one Jewish and one Arab.

PLAN DALET Master Plan (containing various sub-op-
erations) launched in April 1948 by Zionist mili tary forces 
to capture as much Palestinian/Arab territory as possible 
before the end of the British Mandate.

PLO - PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION Fol-
lowing an Arab League decision, the PLO was founded by 
422 Palestinian national figures, chaired by Ah med Shuqeiri, 
in May 1964 in Jeru salem. They also set up the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), the PLO Ex ecutive Commit tee, a 
National Fund and the Pales tine Liberation Army (PLA) and 
drafted a Na tional Covenant and Basic Law. When Fateh, 
led by Yasser Arafat, took over the PLO in 1969, it be came 
an um brella organiza tion for various Palestin ian fac tions and 
acquired a more central role in mobilizing Palestinians as 
well as inter national sup port. The PLO created a num ber of 
organizations to provide educa tion, health, and other relief 
serv ices and formed a quasi-govt. with security bod ies, a 
military, a financial system, informa tion offices and foreign 
relations. On 14 Oct. 1974, the PLO was recognized by 
the UNGA as the repre senta tive of the Palestinian people 
(Res. 3210, which also granted observer status), and on 28 
Oct. 1974 by the Arab League Rabat Summit. In 1975, the 
PLO was granted access to the UNSC. On 15 Nov. 1988, 
it de clared Palestin ian independence at the 19th PNC in 
Al giers, and in Dec. 1988, it an nounced the recognition of 
Israel’s right to exist and renounced terror ism. The PLO 
headquarters were in Amman until the ‘Black Sep tember’ 
con frontation with the Jordanian army (1970), Bei rut until the 
PLO’s evacua tion in the course of the 1982 Israeli invasion, 
and then Tu nis. The PLO remains the po litical um brella for 
the PNA in the Palestinian self-rule areas (Gaza and West 
Bank) fol lowing the DoP of 13 Sept. 1993 and sub sequent 
accords. 

POPULAR FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF PALES-
TINE (PFLP) (Arabic: Al-Jabha Al-Sha‘biyya li-Tahrir 
Filastin) Faction es tablished in 1967 by the Arab Na tionalist 
Movement (ANM). In the 1970s, the PFLP became known 
for hijacking actions, but be came more moderate and today 
advocates the es tablish ment of a democratic state. 

POPULAR RESISTANCE COMMITTEES (PRC) (Arabic: 
Moqawa mah) Coalition of local activists that emerged in Gaza 
during the early days of the Al-Aqsa Intifada to resist Is rael’s 
assaults. The PRC is among those responsible for firing 
rockets from Gaza. 

 “PRICE TAG” POLICY Policy launched in April 2008 by 
extreme right-wing settlers across the West Bank, in which 
settlers seek revenge (“a price”) for each evacuation of 
outposts by harming Pales tini ans (e.g., beatings, attacking 
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homes, throwing stones, burning fields, uprooting trees, 
killing lives tock, and poisoning wells).

QUARTET Panel comprised of the Foreign Ministers of the 
US and Russia and senior representatives from the UN and 
EU. Was formed in Madrid in April 2002 with the mandate to 
design a road map to achieve an Israeli-Palestinian perma-
nent status agreement based on the phased for mula enun-
ciated in the Mitchell Report, includ ing the estab lishment of 
a Palestinian state. Former British PM Tony Blair serves as 
Quar tet Special Envoy since June 2007.

AL-QUDS BRIGADES (Arabic: Saraya Al-Quds) Mili tary wing 
of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad; responsi ble for launching Al-
Quds rockets from Gaza at Israel.

RECONCILIATION TALKS Ongoing meetings between 
Palestinian fac tions since Hamas seized control of Gaza in 
June 2007, in a bid to eventually form a un ity government. Key 
points of contention are modes of election, security responsi-
bilities and composition of the envisioned unity government.

REVISIONISTS Large faction within the Zionist move ment, 
led by its founding ideologue, Poland’s Vla dimir Jabotinsky 
until his death in 1940. The Revi sionists rejected the 
pragmatism of the WZO and JA leader ship, demanding the 
terms of the British Mandate be revised so as to encourage 
Jewish colonization throughout the area of Transjordan 
as well as Pales tine. Split from the WZO in 1935, and 
commenced a violent campaign against the British and 
Palestinians in 1937. Today, the Revi sionist’s constituent 
factions have reformed to make up the Likud bloc in Israeli 
politics. 

RIGHT OF RETURN One of the key Palestinian de mands re-
lating to the peace process. Right of Re turn refers to the right 
of Palestinian refugees and their descen dants to return to their 
pre-1948 homes in Israel and the WBGS. Legal reference to 
the right is UNGA Res o lution 194 of 11 Dec. 1948, which states, 
“Refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace 
with their neighbors should be permitted to do so.” 

ROAD MAP (full: Performance-Based Road Map and Goal-
Driven Road Map) Plan put together by the Quartet in Dec. 
2002, and issued on 30 April 2003 after Mahmoud Abbas was 
sworn in as first Pales tin ian PM. The road map aims to find 
a “final and com prehensive settlement of the Israel-Palestin-
ian con flict by 2005” based on a full two-state solution, begin-
ning with an end to Palestinian terrorism, a freeze on Israeli 
settlements, and other steps to nor malize conditions. Includes 
“clear phases, time lines, target dates, and bench marks aim-
ing at progress through reciprocal steps by the two parties in 
the political, security, eco nomic, humanitarian and institu tion-
building fields” and has monitoring groups under the aus pices 
of the Quartet. It envi saged a Palestinian state by 2005.

ROGERS PLAN Peace plan announced by US Sec. of State 
William Rogers on 9 Dec. 1969, comprised of two parts: a 
call for an Israeli-Egyptian cease-fire agreement along the 
Suez Canal and an attempt to move the Israeli-Jordanian, 
and Israeli-Egyptian nego tia tions forward, based on UNSC 
Res. 242. Israel re jected the US initiative, while Jordan and 
Egypt ac cepted.

SAN REMO CONFERENCE Took place in April 1920, 
confirmed the Sykes-Picot Agreement awarding the 
administration of the former Turkish territo ries of Syria 
and Leba non to France and of Pales tine, Transjor dan and 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) to Brit ain.

SANJAK Ottoman territorial administrative sub-province, 
being a sub-division within a larger Vi layet, or prov ince. 

SEPHARDI(M) Jews who have their roots in the Bal kans, 
Mediterranean, Middle East and North Africa. 

SHARM ESH-SHEIKH AGREEMENT Agreement for the 
implementation of the Wye River Memoran dum. Signed by 
the new Israeli PM Ehud Barak and Yasser Arafat in Sharm 
Esh-Sheikh on 4 Sept. 1999, wit nessed by US Sec. of State 
Albright, Egyptian Pres. Mubarak and Jordans’ King Abdul-
lah II. Stipulated that Israel will withdraw in three stages 
from another 11% of West Bank land, re lease some 350 
Palestin ian po litical pris oners, open the safe passages, and 
begin permanent sta tus talks on 13 Sept. 1999 to reach a 
framework for a settlement by Feb. 2000 and a final peace 
agreement by Sept. 2000. Israeli redeploy ments are split as 
follows:
• 15 Sept. 1999: Transfer of 7% from Area C to B.
• 15 Nov. 1999: 3% from C to B, and of 2% from B to A (put 

on hold at press time). 
• 20 Jan. 2000: 1% from C to A, and of 5.1 % from B to A.
Like the Wye Accord, however, no official map de tail ing the 
areas to be transferred by Israel is part of the deal.

SHAW COMMIS SION British-appointed Commis sion of 
Inquiry, led by Sir Walter Shaw, to investigate the Al-Buraq 
distur bances (Arab-Jewish riots in 1929 after a British govt. 
White Paper confirmed the status of the West ern Wall as 
Moslem prop erty). Their report led to the issu ing of the 1930 
White Pa per recommending the restriction of Jewish immi-
gration.

STERN GANG see LEHI. 

SUNNIS (from sunna, meaning orthodox) Adherents of 
Islamic orthodoxy, the largest group in Islam; Sunnis accept 
the Islamic tradition (sunna), and the legitimate authority of 
the caliphs as the Prophet’s successors. They support the 
traditional method of election to the caliphate and accepted 
the Umayyad line, on which issue they divide from the Shi’as 
(q.v.) in the first great schism within Is lam.

SYKES-PICOT AGREEMENT Secret agreement (named 
after the British orientalist Sir Mark Sykes and the former 
French CG in Beirut Charles Georges Pi cot) signed by 
Britain and France in May 1916, divid ing the Arab prov inces 
of the Ot toman Empire among them, as signing Lebanon and 
Syria to France and Jordan and Iraq to Britain; Palestine was 
to be in ter nation al ized. 

TABA AGREEMENT see Interim Agreement on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip

TABA TALKS Talks held a the end of Barak’s govt. be-
tween Israeli and Palestinian delegations in Taba in Jan. 
2001 to follow up on Camp David and to try to reach and 
understanding prior to the Israeli elections in Feb. 2001.

TENET PLAN Israeli-Palestinian ceasefire and secu rity plan, 
proposed by CIA director George Tenet to end the violence 
in the region; took effect on 13 June 2001, but was never 
really implemented. Foresaw that Israel and the PA will 
immediately resume security co opera tion, take measures to 
enforce a ceasefire, share infor mation on terrorist threats, 
prevent acts of violence, etc., followed by IDF redeployment 
to posi tions held before 28 Sept. 2000, lifting of internal clo-
sures and border crossings.
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TIPH (TEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL PRES ENCE IN 
HEBRON) International observer unit set up by an Is raeli-
PLO agreement (reached in Cairo on 31 March 1994) 
in the aftermath of the massacre of some 30 Palestinian 
worshippers at the Ibrahimi Mosque by an Israeli settler (25 
Feb. 1994) to pro vide a normal life and a sense of secu rity 
for the Palestinians in Hebron. The mission lasted only a few 
months. A further agreement was concluded on 9 May 1996, 
set ting the framework of a TIPH mission after the partial 
Israeli redeployment in He bron. TIPH is only account able to 
a joint Israeli-Palestin ian com mittee and to an ad hoc liaison 
committee com prised of the participating coun tries.

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 181 see Parti-
tion Plan 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 194 Adopted 
on 11 Dec. 1948, stating the right of return: The refu gees 
wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with 
their neighbors should be permitted to do so at the earliest 
practicable date, and that compen sation should be paid for 
the property of those choos ing not to return and for loss of or 
damage to property which, under principles of in ternational 
law or in eq uity, should be made good by the Governments 
or authorities responsible.

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 303 Resolu-
tion adopted on 19 Dec. 1949, restating the UN’s intention 
to place Je rusa lem under a permanent inter na tional regime 
which should envis age ap propri ate guarantees for the pro-
tec tion of the Holy Places within and outside Jerusalem, 
and confirm the provi sions of the Parti tion Reso lution 181 
of 1947. 
UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242 Adopted on 
22 Nov. 1967, calling on Israel to with draw its army from 
territories occupied in the course of the War of 1967.

UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 338 Adopted 
unanimously on 22 Oct. 1973, calls for the im me di ate 
implementation of UNSC Res. 242 with a view to es tablish 
peace. 

UNIT 101 Israeli assassination unit established in semi-
secrecy in August 1953 and led by Ariel Sha ron. Unit 101 
gained notoriety for a succession of massacres committed 
on civilian targets, aimed at instilling fear and instability in 
Palestinian society. It was also the leading force in brutalizing 
and ex pelling the Palestin ian Bedouin from the Negev.

UNRWA The UN Relief and Works Agency for Pales-
tine Refugees in the Near East was established by UNGA 
Res. 302 of Dec. 1949 to give emergency assistance to 
Palestinians displaced by the War of 1948 and be gan to 
operate in May 1950. Its mandate, to pro vide essential 
education, health and relief serv ices to Pal estine refu gees 
living in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and the WBGS, has been 
renewed repeatedly ever since. Headquarters are in Gaza.

UNSCOP UN Special Com mittee on Pal estine ap pointed in 
April 1947 at the close of a special UN session on Palestine, 
to investigate the situation and propose so lu tions. The 
majority of members rec ommended parti tion, while a minority 
advo cated a federal solu tion. The Arab Higher Commit tee 
re jected the par ti tion plan, the Jewish Agency accepted it. 
VILAYET Ottoman provincial administrative division, ruled 
by a Vali, responsible to the Sultan in Istan bul and in turn 
sub-divided into Sanjaks and then Kazas. 

WAILING WALL Name traditionally applied to the por tion 
of the Western Wall of Al-Haram Ash-Sha rif where Jewish 
prayer services have been cen tered in recent decades. In 
Arabic, Muslim par lance the area, being a stretch of 28 m 
is known as Al-Buraq Ash-Sharif and was, until the Israeli 
oc cupation of and expropriations within the Old City of 
Jerusalem in 1967, a property of the Waqf. The terms 
‘Wailing Wall’ and ‘Western Wall’ are mis takenly considered 
interchangeable; they are not. The Western Wall of Al-Haram 
Ash-Sharif runs beyond the Wailing Wall and continues to 
a length of 485 m within today’s Muslim Quarter. In 1967, 
Israel confiscated 155 m of the Western Wall, incl. the 28 m 
of Al-Buraq, declaring the total as a state property and not 
as a registered holy site. Politi cally motivated mis use of the 
terms in reference to holy sites and de mands for sovereignty 
the reover makes the distinction vitally important. 
WAQF Islamic charitable pious foundation; adminis ters holy 
sites as well as state lands and other property passed to the 
Muslim community for public welfare. 

WOODHEAD COMMISSION Technical Commission of 
Inquiry sent by Britain in 1938 to make a de tailed plan for 
partition, based on the Peel Com mission’s re port. Published 
its findings in Nov. 1938, revers ing the Peel Commission 
report say ing that partition was im practi cable.

WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION (WZO) Founded in 
Aug.1897 at the First Zionist Congress in Basel, called by 
Theodore Herzl. Named after Mount Zion in Jeru salem. 
Designed to establish in Pales tine a national home for Jews. 
Established the Jewish Agency in 1929. After 1948 mainly 
worked on promoting unity of the Jewish people and raising 
funds. Until 1960 its formal name was Zionist Organization. 

WYE RIVER MEMORANDUM Agreement for the imple-
mentation of the Oslo II Agreement and the re sump tion of 
the final status talks, signed on 23 Oct. 1998. Divided the 
2nd redeployment provided by Oslo II (to be completed in 
April 1997) into three phases to taling 13% of the WB. Other 
main points were: changes in the PLO Charter, opening 
of the Gaza airport and the safe passage, reduc tion in the 
num ber of Palestinian police, and re lease of Palestinian 
prisoners. Subse quently, Israeli withdrew from 2% near 
Jenin, the Gaza air port was opened, and some detainees 
were re leased, though most of them turned out to be crimi-
nals rather than political pris oners. The Dec. 1998 Knesset 
vote for early elec tions (May 1999) sus pended the further 
implemen tation of the Wye Agree ment. Wye did not include 
an official map detailing the ar eas to be trans ferred by Israel 
to PA control; there were only infor mal as surances that the 
transfer of land out of Area C would take place mainly in 
the northern West Bank (first re deployment), Ramallah area 
(sec ond), and around Hebron (third). 

YOM KIPPUR WAR Arab-Israeli war fought in Oct. 1973, 
following a Syrian and Egyptian-led surprise at tack on Israel 
on Yom Kippur. 
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Timeline
1915 Hussein-McMahon correspondence begins.

1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement signed; Sharif Hussein launches the 
Arab Revolt against the Ottomans.

1917 Balfour Declaration; Ottomans surrender to British.

1918 Armistice effectively ends the Ottoman Empire. 

1919 King-Crane Commission; 1st Palestinian National Congress in 
Jerusalem demands independence.

1920 San Remo Conference; British civil administra tion begins; 
Haycraft Commission

1922 League of Nations approves British Mandate of Palestine; 
‘Churchill’ White Paper.

1923 British Mandate comes into effect.

1928    British Gov’t White Paper confirms the status of the Wailing/
Western Wall as Muslim property.

1929 Al-Buraq riots; Shaw Commission; Hope-Simpson Commis-
sion.

1933    General strike in Palestine against Jewish immigration. 

1936 Arab Revolt; Arab Higher Committee established.

1937 Peel Commission.

1938 Woodhead Commission.

1939 London Conference at St. James’s Palace; ‘MacDonald’ White 
Paper restricts Jewish immigration, land buys.  

1946 Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry into Jewish immigra-
tion; Morrison-Grady Plan.

1947 UN Special Committee on Palestine formed; UN Res. 181 
(Partition Plan).

1948 First Arab-Israeli War (Naqba); Birth of the State of Israel; 
UNGA Res. 194.

1949 UN Conciliation Commission for Palestine & UNRWA found-
ed; UNGA Res. 303; Fourth Geneva Convention.

1950 Israeli ‘Law of Return’ and ‘Absentee Property Law’; Jordan 
‘unifies’ the East and West Bank.

1955   Israeli army attack and massacre in Gaza.

1956   Israeli massacres of Qalqilya, Kufr Qassem, and Khan Younis; 
tripartite invasion (UK, France, Israel) of Egypt (Suez Crisis).

1957 Israeli withdrawal from Sinai and Gaza.

1959 Fateh founded.

1963 PLO Draft Constitution at the Arab Summit in Cairo.

1964 PLO founded.

1965 Israel diverts the Jordan River; first military operation of Fateh 
in Palestine

1967 June or Six-Day War; occupation of Palestine; UNSC Res. 
242; Arab League summit in Khartoum.

1968 Battle of Karameh.

1969 Al-Aqsa Mosque arson attack; Arafat PLO chairman.

1970 Black September in Jordan.

1973 October or Yom Kippur War; UN Res. 338.

1974 UN and Arab League recognize PLO as sole legitimate 
represen tative of the Palestinians.

1975 PLO granted access to the UNSC; UNGA Res. 3379 (Zionism 
as a form of racism).

1976 Land Day; West Bank municipal election.

1977 Prime Minister Begin’s autonomy peace plan.

1978 Israeli invasion of South Lebanon; Camp David Accords.

1979 Israeli-Egyptian Peace Treaty; UN Res. 446, 452 condemn 
Israeli settlement policy.

1980 Israel’s Basic Law on Jerusalem.

1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon; Sabra and Shatila massa cre.

1986 ‘War of the Camps’ (Lebanon).

1987 First Intifada begins.

1988 Jordan’s disengagement; Hamas emerges; Pal estinian Decla-
ration of In de pendence.

1991 Gulf War; Madrid Mideast Peace Conference.

1992 Multilateral talks; Labor wins Israeli elections.

1993 Closure policy begins; Declaration of Principles.

1994 Hebron massacre; Oslo I; PA established.

1995 Oslo II Agreement.

1996 First Palestinian elections; PLC.

1997 Hebron Agreement; Sheikh Ahmad Yassin released.

1998 Wye River Memorandum.

1999  Sharm Esh-Sheikh Agreement.

2000  Camp David II Summit; Al-Aqsa Intifada.

2001  Taba Talks fail; Sharon defeats Barak, marking the end to 
Palestinian-Israeli talks.

2002  Israel reinvades the West Bank (Operation ‘Defensive Shield’); 
construction of the Separation Barrier begins; Arab peace ini-
tiative.

2003  Road Map; amendment of PA Basic Law to provide for the 
post of Prime Minister; Geneva Accord.

2004  President Yasser Arafat dies; International Court of Justice ad-
visory opinion on the separation barrier.

2005  Israeli “Disengagement” from Gaza.

2006  Hamas wins elections; Gaza blockade; Operations ‘Summer 
Rain’ and ‘Autumn Clouds’; revised route of the separation 
barrier; settlers peace plan.

2007  Hamas takes over Gaza; PA emergency government; tight-
ening of Gaza blockade; Arab League re-adopts Arab Peace 
Initiative; Annapolis conference.

2008  Sana’a Declaration; Sharm Esh-Sheikh meeting; Olmert 
peace plan; Operation ‘Hot Winter’.

2009  Operation ‘Cast Lead’; Fateh Convention.

2010  Resumption of direct Palestinian-Israeli negotiations; Gaza 
flotilla raid.

2011  Palestinian statehood bid at the UNSC; Operation ‘Pillar of 
Defense.’

2012  Palestinian statehood bid succeeds at the UNGA.

2013  Kerry peace talks; Egypt tightens Gaza blockade.

2014  Collapse of Kerry talks; Palestinian unity government; Opera-
tions ‘Brother’s Keeper’ and ‘Protective Edge’; Gaza War.




